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[llustrations—the River of Words Project

Each section of this report presents artwork from the River of Words Project. River of Words is an international poetry
and art program created to promote literacy and environmental stewardship by helping children to develop respect for
and understanding of the natural world. River of Words helps children explore and interpret their watersheds through
a multidisciplinary curriculum that combines science, history, geography, math, language, and the arts. Affiliated with
the Library of Congress Center for the Book and co-founded in 1995 by United States Poet Laureate (1995-1997) Robert
Hass and writer Pamela Michael, River of Words conducts an annual poetry and art contest on the theme of “water-
sheds” designed to help children fall in love with language, the arts, and the earth. Thousands of American and inter-
national schoolchildren in kindergarten through 12th grade have participated in River of Words.

Further information about the project can be found at www.riverofwords.org or by calling 510-548-POEM (7636).



"We need to bring alive the necessity for
clean water so all Americans act as stewards of their water resources....
For safe, clean, abundant water—in our homes,
rivers, lakes, and streams—is one of our

planet's greatest treasures."




